DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
out voluntarily as a manly protagonist on the side of truth. For thirty years you were a professor, but coming before the public over and over again to take the side of the opposition as a reformer, a rebel of the soul. Your professorial career was something different from the ordinary, because your influence extended from your university chair far into the heart of the nation. There are hundreds of anecdotes which tell of how you wished to influence your students or the rulers of the State. You even say that you published your books in an unfinished form, because you did not like them. And you call yourself a bad teacher because you have always educated yourself. And you admit that you do not like speaking in public. You are too logical not to recognise this contradiction, at least now when you look back on it."
"Contradiction," he repeated, without the interrogatory accent. "I was an unruly youngster, you know. The village and certain peasant characteristics have still remained with me, also a certain nonchalance in my bearing, always a child of nature. I have taken part in many controversies; but I always trembled when I had to lecture. I used to have a large audience of students; but often I
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